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DIGITAL DEFENSE AND NAFCU SERVICES RELEASE FREE PODCAST ON 

THE CREDIT UNION EXTREME HACKER CHALLENGE COMPETITION 
 

           WASHINGTON — Digital Defense and NAFCU Services Corporation recently 
unveiled a free podcast discussing an innovative way to improve the ability of credit 
union security professionals to protect their networks from outside attack. Unlike 
traditional classroom lecture-style presentations, the Credit Union Extreme Hacker 
Challenge allows security professionals to test their hacking skills against their 
colleagues in a competition environment at the 2008 NAFCU Technology and Security 
Conference in Las Vegas on Feb. 25-28. 
 

The free podcast is available online at nafcuservices.podbean.com (with show 
notes and links). 

 
The podcast features an interview with Tom DeSot, Digital Defense’s chief 

compliance officer and the company’s prime regulatory compliance resource.  With over 
16 years of experience in financial services, DeSot also provides clients with strategic 
insight into how the company’s services can assist them in meeting regulatory 
compliance goals and objectives.  DeSot will be running the Extreme Hacker Challenge 
at the upcoming NAFCU Technology and Security Conference. 

 
 “Traditional hacker labs tend to be very passive, showing (for example) 

compromised credit card information being traded live online,” said DeSot.  “But what is 
even more useful is to show security professionals how the information was 
compromised in the first place.  Their approach to security often changes when they see 
that it takes just a few keystrokes on a command line to compromise a network.” 
 

“Following a background briefing, attendees will break up into teams for a 
‘capture-the-flag’-type competition, with increasingly difficult targets.  In essence, 
attendees will have a chance to—legally—be hackers for a day,” said David Frankil, 
president of NAFCU Services Corporation.  “This is a great way for credit union security 
teams to test their skills against their colleagues.  In addition to bragging rights, there will 
even be prizes for the top competitors."  



 
More information about the Credit Union Extreme Hacker Challenge and the 

NAFCU Security and Technology Conference can be found at 
www.nafcu.org/technology.  The conference is open to both NAFCU members and non-
members. 

 
Digital Defense, Inc., an approved scanning vendor by the Payment Card Industry 

(PCI) Security Standards Council (SSC), delivers a comprehensive portfolio of risk 
management services including information security programs, regulatory compliance 
solutions, security testing of IT products and security education offerings to financial 
institutions and enterprises that use Internet Protocol-based technology in their business 
operations.  Digital Defense and its Security Operations team uses proprietary Software 
as a Service (SaaS) technology and industry best practices to deliver a broad array of 
services to its clients, which range from small financial institutions to global Fortune 
enterprises.  Frontline™, Digital Defense’s flagship service portal, provides clients with 
instant access to a security information management platform that enables independent 
oversight of their organization’s security posture on an autonomous or Digital Defense 
managed service basis.  For more information about Digital Defense, please visit our web 
site at www.digitaldefense.net or contact us at 888.273.1412. 
 
 NAFCU Services Corporation is a wholly owned subsidiary of the National 
Association of Federal Credit Unions (NAFCU). Since 1975, NAFCU Services has 
partnered with the industry’s leading solutions providers to offer value-added products 
and services at a discount to credit unions. Currently, it offers 27 Preferred Partner 
programs to the credit union community. For more information about NAFCU Services 
Corporation, please visit www.nafcu.org/nafcuservices.   
 


